
COURSE CODE: Advanced Orchestra 

Instructor: Amy Hicks 2019-20 
Email: ahicks@msd134.org Monday-Friday 
Phone: (208) 585-3251                                                                                         Credit hours: 3 Trimester 
Credits  
Webpage: https://www.msd134.org/Page/672  
  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Students will begin learning advanced skills of playing a string instrument.   They 
will demonstrate music literacy, expression, sight reading, and proper technique through culminating 
performances. 
 
PREREQUISITES/COREQUISITES:  Beginning and Intermediate Orchestra or instructor approval 
 
OBJECTIVES: As a result of this course, you will be able to: 

● Execute advanced musical skills such as vibrato, and shifting to 2nd and 3rd position, and 
spiccato 

● Sight read passages in E Major, E-flat Major and E minor. 

● Demonstrate proper technique that results in correct intonation and even tone quality. 

● Utilize expressive musical elements. 

● Incorporate music literacy, technique, and expression in a performance setting. 

 
SUPPLIES:  

Instrument and Case labeled with your name   
String Basics Book 3 
Rosin
Soft Cloth
Shoulder rest (violins/violas)  
Endpin rest (cellos/basses) 
Snark Tuner, and 3 ring binder page protectors (optional)  

CONCERT DRESS: All black including shoes and sock/nylons.  Skirts need to fall below the knee.  

PURCHASING/RENTING AN INSTRUMENT: Please purchase or rent an instrument through a reputable 
source. Avoid Ebay, Craigslist and Amazon! Buying a cheap instrument will only result in frustration and 
more money in the long run to pay for constant repairs.  Dunkleys, Dorsey Music, or Telford and Sons 
are good sources. You can also go online to Sharmusic.com or Swstrings.com.  I would recommend a 
rent to own contract that covers repairs.  

INFORMATIONAL RESOURCES:  
Google classroom will be your go to place for handouts and resources from class.  
All students need to log into Google with their school email and go to classroom.google.com, scroll 
down to the registration box and register as a student.  Then go to "Add Class" where they will need to 
register for their class.  Below is the code they will enter. 
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http://classroom.google.com/


The class code is:  98p8ekp 
 
ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY:  If a student is absent please contact the office to let us know.  

Students who arrive at school after the first tardy bell should report to the main office to sign in.  

Students are allowed nine (9) absences per class period during the semester.  

Students who receive ten (10) absences in any class will lose credit unless cleared by the attendance 
office as extraordinary within five (5) days of the absence. Verbal communication must come from a 
parent/guardian within 48hours of the absence to prevent truancy 

The following absences count against a student’s total of nine (9) absences: In-School Suspension (I), Out 
of School Suspension (O), Truancy (R), Unverified (A), Verified (E), Unexcused (U) 

MAKE-UP WORK: After an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to communicate with the teacher 
for make-up work. They are to check  check google classroom first. Handouts and worksheets will also 
be uploaded on google classroom.  The student must complete and turn in work within 1 week. 

TARDIES: Students are considered tardy if not in their assigned classrooms when the tardy bell rings. 
Tardies accrue on a semester basis. The tardy policy incorporates the following: 

 First Tardy -- Teacher warns student 

Second Tardy -- Teacher warns student  

Third Tardy -- Student assigned to designated detention 

Fourth Tardy -- Student assigned after school detention. 

Additional Tardies - Saturday School (9:00am-12:00pm) ** 

COMMUNICATION:  If you have a question you can reach me by phone, email, and even google 
classroom.  I will answer emails within 24 hours. 

Skyward is where you will find the grades for students. (*Note: you can set Skyward up to email you 
progress reports and missing assignments so you don’t have to go into Skyward to find out how you are 
doing 

CELL PHONES, COMPUTERS, AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES: Approved electronic devices are 
welcome in my classroom and I encourage their use with my permission.  There are many good apps for 
music including: tuners, metronomes, note learning apps, mixing, recording, rhythm learning and others. 
I also encourage practicing with available recordings.  Students are expected to use their technology 
responsibly. Responsible use of technology means that students must ask me to use their devices and 
tell me the purpose before using them while in my classroom either before school, during class or after 
school. Violation of this rule will result in the student turning the phone into the office for parents to 
pick up. Repeated violations of this rule will result in loss of electronic device privileges in the classroom. 
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FOOD AND DRINK: Students may bring water bottles. Food and gum are not allowed. 
 
ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION: Some assignments will be turned in via hard copy in the turn in box and 
some assignments will be submitted electronically. 

RESUBMISSIONS: I allow students to redo assignments for a better grade.  I also allow students to redo 
tests.  To redo a test students must complete a retake contract and schedule a time with me to retake 
the test.  

GRADING: 
10% Citizenship: Students will be given a citizenship grade for coming to class on time, prepared with 
instrument, music and a pencil, for participating during rehearsals, and for demonstrating responsibility 
and timeliness. 
10% Practice Goals: Students will set a practice goal each week, work toward achieving their goal, then 
report their progress. 
50% Mastery of Standards- Students will demonstrate proficiency in Level 1 Strings skills. Playing tests 
and music theory assessments will be used to show mastery of musical concepts. 
30% Concert Performance: Participation in concerts are a vital part of your grade.  All concerts are 

REQUIRED. Concerts will be performed at the MHS auditorium in the evening.   Concert dates will be 

emailed and posted in google classroom as soon as I am able to schedule them. Students need to arrive 

at least 30 minutes BEFORE the concert starts in order to tune and warm up.  This is part of their concert 

grade.   Students are required to stay for the ENTIRE concert (all performing groups). Exceptions to this 

will be considered on a case by case basis and must be submitted in writing at least 2 weeks prior to the 

concert. 

These will be converted to letter grades as follows:  
 

90-100% = A      80-89% = B     70 -79% = C      60-69% = D      < 59% = F 
 
LATE WORK:Students are allowed to turn in late work up to 2 weeks after the due date.  They will 
receive a 10% deduction in their score. If an assignment is late, students will be required to fill out a 
form as to why the assignment is late.) If the assignment is not turned in during that allowed time 
period, the student will receive a zero (0) on the assignment.  

PLAGIARISM/ACADEMIC OFFENSES: If a student is caught plagiarizing or cheating they will be required 
to do the assignment again from the beginning or complete an alternate assignment  and parents will be 
notified. The redo of the assignment will be completed outside of school time. The incident will also be 
handled by administration as a disciplinary issue that will be documented in Skyward.  If the student 
chooses to not redo or complete the alternate assignment, they will receive a 0%.  
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